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& May 1953

KESCRANDUN FOO THE BEOORD

SUBJECT: [Msposition of L5 Hecords

1. On 28 Cctober 1952, this office {orwerded Form No. 60-52, Request
for ithority to Disposs of Records, tq | This fore contained

a regqueet to dispoze of two lnnctive files after microfilming. Specifically,

the files were the 0,15.1 File and tte X Flie,

2, On 28 April 1953, | | in reply to e query from this
office, informed the undersigned thatl prior to forwarding the sforecentioned
request to Hational Archives it would be necessary to obtain & more adecuste
description of the files uxs well as samples of esch flle.

3. Thie office interpored no objection to forwardlng a more r«i»t,ai*ad
deseriytion of the files. lowev . r, it is felt that the relesse of Tag
of the files in guestion is not in keeping with poliey that has war in
existance for over three ysars.

4e To substantiste :I's position in this matter numsrous decuments

wore reviewed, There follows excerpts from documents which have a distinot

bearing on the matter:

g8, Un 25 November 1949, the Ixecutive Ufficer of 020 advised
#irrengecentes had been made by his office with| | o2
the CIA Fansgzement Office to the effect that G50 would sziptzin its
own records mons;ement yrogram,..noe non-030 records managevent
officer wouid be rermitted zsecens to (IU,..*

b, O 17 February 1950, the lecords ({fficer 0S50 wrote "in the
bagis of sgreecente resched in discussion with rerresertatives of
the ¥anagemert taff it 1= understoed...no BoN=080 rareonnel sre
asthoriged access Yo, or inforsetion conceming records in GEG,®

e. Grf. Z3 ¥arch 1950,] | Hanagenant Ufficer stated
“Those ecords which you delermine to be sensitive nesd not be
mparhw to the TIA Becorde Gfficer...?

ﬂ. n 20 April 1950, in & meworendum aﬂdﬁts&m to AD50G, AFC,
Ghiaﬁ Advisory Council, and Chief, J&SU, the feuing f‘xmatmm
writing for the IUI a&&tm "Those records which you determine to he
sensit tive Me* ret be roported to the CI2 Records Officer. [ocords
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determined to be sensitive will be appropriztely entersd on the
inventory fora, entries evaiuated fop disposal and r-tention
parpeses, and disposal schedules and retention tables prepared snd
submitted to the .xecutive for approval and returm to you for
further action,

&. n 1Z Uctober 195, represeliatives of W3, GFC and 585 in
& memorandun Ly the JIA Hscords Officer stated "As agzreed b that
mesting (the C14 Records Officer was present, RWi) you are hereby
notified that it is our considered Judgrent that any records under
our control are sensitive material and that you are therefore
relleved of direct responsibliity for thelr management™,

f. On 26 Harch 1952, the WiL0 in & Memorendum for the Kecord
stated "Colonel White (DI/4 ), agress thut Administrative Services
should pot have recourse to UU0 files, "

g In a memorsndum to the Chiel, CIA lLibrary, 00D dated 2

October 1957, Subject: Dis osal ~f Reecords, the Lessl Staff Stated
""Public Law 253 provides thut ti.e Director of Central Intellisence
#ihall be responsible for protecting intelligence sources and methods
from unauthorized disclosure.” if the Director deess compliance
with any existing law will result in such disclosure, no complisnce
is necesvary.”® The lsgal Staff alsoc stated that "The exact meaning
of tiis phrase ("Fopr profecting intelligence sources and mebhoods, ¥ )
ie wore of an operational than & legal preblem,, "

%+ Thus the legal Staff feels that the deteraination of as to what
records involve protection of intelligence sources and metlodse, is orerationgl
rather than legal. The representutives of UG a d OFC steted in effect
that a1l 050 and OPC (Mow CS) mecords fell within the "protection rhrase"
of FL 253 end were "Sensitive". This when considered with the excerpts
from the fuscutive writing for the UDI would dietate the Tollowing policy:

That all records in the Clandestine Sepvices are sonsitive and
thus thess records sre within the murview of TFL 253,

Furthsr that no one outside of Clandestine Jdervices will have
&ccess to Lhese records, and that scheduies for thelr disposition
will be sulmitted only to the ‘xscutive for epproval,,

25X1

Frojects Uificer, il

I contacted| |ae¢ratary to obtain information
on the “ixecutive®., Oshe informed ms Lhat the ‘ixecutive performed the

duties now jo-formed by the DI/, DO/A and UD/I and was in the Office

of I, lhe further stated that anytiing which would have beer routed
to the Ixecutive snould now be routed to the ICI,
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